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Abstract

Jyotiba’s quest for imparting women and women with proper to training became supported via his wife Savitribai Phule. Jyotiba
realized the pathetic conditions of widows, established an ashram for younger widows, and eventually became advice of the idea of
Widow Remarriage. One of the few literate girls of the time, Savitribai turned into taught to read and write with the aid of her
husband Jyotirao. Round his time, society changed into a patriarchal and the position of women turned into particularly extremely
bad. Girl infanticide became a commonplace occurrence and so was infant marriage, with children every now and then being
married to men lots older. These women often have become widows earlier than they even hit puberty and had been left with none
own family support. Jyotiba was pained through their plight and installed an orphanage in 1854 to refuge these unfortunate souls
from perishing on the society’s merciless fingers.

In 1851, Jyotiba set up a girls' school and asked his spouse to educate the women within the school. Later, he opened extra schools

for the women and an indigenous college for the decrease castes, especially for the Mahars and Mangs.
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1. Introduction

Adolescence

Jotirao Govindrao Phule became born in Satara district of
Maharashtra in an own family belonging to Mali (Fulmali)
caste, caste looked as if it would be inferior caste through
positive sections of the society. His father, Govindrao,
changed into a vegetable vendor. Firstly Jotirao's family,
known as Gorhays, got here from Katgun, a village in Taluka-
Khatav, District - Satara. His grandfather Shetiba Gorhay
settled down in Poona. On the grounds that Jotirao's father and
uncles served as florists under the closing of the Peshwas, they
came to be known as 'Phules’. The entire name of Jyotiba
Phule is Jyotirao Govindrao Phule. He turned into born on
eleven April 1827 in Maharashtra, Satara district in an own
family of vegetable vendors. Due to the family’s bad situation
he could not capable to complete his schooling but later he
completed his education with the assist of few man or woman
who knew his ability.

At the age of 12, he married with the girl whose name is
Savitribai Phule. He realised the caste discrimination and he
began to combat towards it. Thomas Paine, The Rights of man
writers stimulated him to combat against the social evils
including caste system, untouchability, and women’s pathetic
condition. He became the primary person who fights and
supports for the women’s education and his first disciple
became his spouse herself. He fashioned the Satyashodhak
Samaj which is the Society of truth Seekers. The objective of
Satyashodhak Samaj became to create a just social order free
of discrimination on the premise of caste. He closes his eyes
on November 28, 1890.

His mom died when he changed into nine months antique.
After completing his primary training Jotirao had to depart
school and assist his father by way of running at the family's

farm. He was married at the age of 12. His intelligence was
known via a Muslim and a Christian neighbour, who
persuaded his father to allow Jotirao to attend the local
Scottish task's excessive college, which he completed in 1847.
The turning point in Jotiba's lifestyles changed into in year
1848, while he was insulted by way of family individuals of
his Brahmin friend, a bridegroom for his participation inside
the marriage procession, an auspicious occasion. Jotiba
became abruptly going through the divide created by using the
caste device. @ Stimulated by way of Thomas Paine books
Rights of guy (1791), Phule evolved an eager sense of social
justice. He argued that schooling of women and the ‘lower
castes' changed into an important precedence in addressing
social inequalities. Satyashodhak Sama;.

On 24 September 1873, Jotirao formed 'Satya Shodhak Samaj'
(Society of Seekers of fact) with himself as its first president
and treasurer. The primary targets of the organization had
been to disencumber the Shudras and Ati Shudras and to
prevent their 'exploitation' by using the higher caste like
Brahmans. Via this Satya Shodhak Samaj, Jotirao refused to
treat the Vedas as sacrosanct. He hostile idolatry and
denounced the chaturvarnya system (the caste gadget). Satya
Shodhak Samaj propounded the spread of rational thinking
and rejected the need for a Brahman priestly elegance as
instructional and spiritual leaders. He turned into an aboriginal
of India, mounted Satyadharma, and in no way renounced his
religion. He changed into in opposition to those Brahmins
who were the usage of religion and blind faith of masses for
their own financial gains. But Jyotiba had many Brahmin non-
public pals and he even adopted a Brahmin boy as his
inheritor. He made a will giving his huge belongings after his
dying to this Brahmin boy. Ideals whilst Phule hooked up the
Satya Shodhak Samaj, Savitribai became the top of the
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women's phase which covered ninety woman members.
Moreover, she worked tirelessly as a faculty teacher for girls.
Deenbandhu book, the mouthpiece of the Satya Shodhak
Samaj, played a crucial role in SatyaShodhak Samaj's
movement. Jyotirao firmly believed that if you want to create
a new social device based on freedom, equality, unity, human
dignity, economic justice and value devoid of exploitation.
Knowing this well, Jyotirao attacked blind religion and
religion in what has given in spiritual books and the so known
as God's phrases. He tore to portions the misleading myths
that have been ruling over the minds of women, shudras and
ati-shudras. Yielding to god or destiny, astrology and other
such rituals, sacredness, god-guys, and many others. Changed
into deemed irrational and absurd. He also led campaigns to
dispose of the economic and social handicaps that breed blind
religion among girls, shudras and ati-shudras. Jyotirao
subjected spiritual texts and spiritual behavior to the exams of
rationalism. He characterised this faith as outwardly spiritual
but in essence politically influenced movements. Three
treasured folks are known as Mahatma in India. At the
beginning Mahatma Gandhi, presently, Anna Hazare and
Mahatma Jyotirao Phule. Mahatma Jyotirao Phule turned into
one of the main exponents of modem gentle, type and
worrying human notion in India. Dhananjay Keer, his
biographer, notes him as "the daddy of Indian social
revolution”. The public of Indian Society was traditional,
immobile and torpid. He changed into the reformer who went
to the purpose of the problems and preached an ideology that
could create a new and integrated social shape. He had the
braveness to be stimulated by means of modern thought. He
changed into one of the first Indians to forcefully introduce
the values of freedom, equality and fraternity, as proclaimed
by using the French Revolution, into the Indian way of
thinking. India had some other social evil, which allowed no
scope for social development or development, and that
become the caste device which determined the social standing
at beginning-the very best caste being the Brahmins and the
bottom, the untouchables or the Mahars, Mangs, Chambhars,
Dhers, and so on. The Brahmins shaped the priestly
magnificence, who imparted non- secular practise with the
help of non -secular texts called Srutis, Smritis and Puranas. A
Brahmin become taken into consideration the maximum holy
person. The last castes came between the two extremes of
natural and impure. In line with Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, The
Brahmins reigned ideal thanks to the blind reputation in their
caste superiority. So deep-rooted was this notion within the
caste machine that a Hindu felt polluted despite the fact that
the shadow of an ‘untouchable’ fell on him. It became
believed that one may want to cleanse one’s sins with the aid
of giving alms to a Brahmin or through ingesting the water
received by washing the toes of a priest. The latter custom
nonetheless prevails in a few areas of India. The Brahmin
community ensured that women remained uneducated and
illiterate. He became truly pleased at the prospect that
introduction of present day schooling should assist in bringing
about a large social alternate.

Mahatma Phule and Savitribai Phule
He turned into aid in his paintings through his spouse,
Savitribai Phule, She gave a hand to him and collectively they

commenced the second one college for women in India in
1848, for which he turned into forced to go away his home.
He initiated widow-remarriage and started out a domestic for
top caste widows in 1854, as well as a domestic for brand
spanking newborn babies to prevent female infanticide. He
attempted to take away the stigma of social Untouchability
surrounding the lower castes by beginning his house and the
usage of his water-nicely to the individuals of the lower
castes.

Mahatma Jyotibao Phule was exquisite activist, thinker, social
reformer, creator, logician, theologist, scholar, editor and
progressive from Maharashtra, India in the 19th century. He,
after instructing his wife, opened the first faculty for women
in India in August 1848. In September 1873, Jyotirao, along
together with his fans, fashioned the Satya Shodhak Samaj
(Society of Seekers of fact) with the main goal of liberating
the Bahujans, Shudras and Ati-Shudras and protective them
from exploitation and atrocities.

The extremely good social reformer Jotirao Phule became
bestowed with the unique title of ‘Mahatma' on 11 may
additionally 1888 through every other outstanding social
reformer from Mumbai, Rao Bahadur Vithalrao Krishnaji
Vandekar. As the ancient factor of view, Jyotirao Phule had
finished 60 years of his age and forty years of social provider
preventing for the rights of the 'bahujans'. To focus on this
fulfillment, it turned into decided by the bahujans and
satyashodhak leaders and workers to felicitate Jotirao Phule.
Rao Bahadur Vithalrao Krishnaji Vandekar, Narayan Meghaji
Lokhande were in the leading edge for arranging this function.
Rao Bahadur Vandekar and his fellow employees determined
to bestow the title of 'Mahatma' on Jotirao Phule.

Social actions

In 1848, an incident sparked off Jyotiba’s quest against the
social injustice of caste discrimination and incited a social
revolution within the Indian society. Jyotirao was invited to
wait the marriage of certainly one of his friends who belonged
to a top cast Brahmin own family. However, at the marriage
the relatives of the bridegroom insulted and abused Jyotiba
once they got here to know approximately his origins. Jyotirao
left the ceremony and made up his thoughts to task the
prevailing caste-gadget and social regulations. He made it his
existence’s work to hammer away tirelessly at the helms of
social majoritarian  domination and aimed toward
emancipation of all people that were subjected to this social
deprivation.

After studying Thomas Paine's famous book 'The Rights of
guy', Jyotirao turned into significantly prompted through his
ideas. He believed that enlightenment of the women and
decrease caste people turned into the only approach to fight
the social evils.

Efforts closer to women education

Efforts toward elimination of Caste Discrimination

Jyotirao attacked the orthodox Brahmins and other upper
castes and termed them as "hypocrites”. He campaigned in
opposition to the authoritarianism of the top caste human
beings and advised the "peasants"” and "proletariat” to defy the
regulations imposed upon them.

He opened his home to people from all castes and
backgrounds. He was a believer in gender equality and he
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exemplified his beliefs by way of regarding his wife in all his
social reform sports. He believed that non -secular icons like
Rama are applied via the Brahmin as a way for subjugating
the lower caste.

The orthodox Brahmins of the society have been livid at the
sports of Jyotirao. They blamed him for vitiating the norms
and rules of the society. Many accused him of acting on behalf
of the Christian Missionaries. However, Jyotirao was firm and
determined to continue the movement. Interestingly, Jyotirao
changed into supported by means of some Brahmin friends
who prolonged their guide to make the motion a success.

Satya Shodhak Samaj

In 1873, Jyotiba Phule fashioned the Satya Shodhak Samaj
(Society of Seekers of reality). He undertook a systematic
deconstruction of present ideals and history, handiest to
reconstruct an equality-selling version. Jyotirao vehemently
condemned the Vedas, the historical holy scriptures of the
Hindus. He traced the records of Brahmanism via several
different ancient texts and held the Brahmins liable for
framing the exploitative and inhuman legal guidelines with a
purpose to hold their social superiority by way of suppressing
the "shudras" and “atishudras” within the society. The purpose
of the Satya Shodhak Samaj was to decontaminate the society
from caste discrimination and release the oppressed lower-
caste people from the stigmas inflicted via the Brahmins.
Jyotirao Phule became the primary character to coin the term
‘Dalits’ to use to everyone taken into consideration decrease
caste and untouchables by the Brahmins. Club to the Samaj
was open to all no matter caste and class. A few written facts
suggest that they even welcomed participation of Jews as
participants of the Samaj and by 1876, the 'Satya Shodhak
Samaj' boasted of 316 contributors. In 1868, Jyotirao
determined to assemble a not unusual bathing tank out of
doors his residence to exhibit his embracing attitude in the
direction of all humans and wanted to dine with all people,
regardless of their caste.

Loss of life

Jyotiba Phule devoted his complete life for the liberation of
untouchables from the exploitation of Brahmins. Aside from
being a social activist and reformer, he turned into
additionally a businessperson. He becomes additionally a
cultivator and contractor for the Municipal organization. He
served as Commissioner of the Poona Municipality among
1876 and 1883.

Jyotiba suffered a stroke in 1888 and turned into rendered
paralyzed. On 28 November 1890, the top notch social
reformer, Mahatma Jyotirao Phule, exceeded away.

Legacy

Possibly the most important legacy of Mahatma Jyotirao
Phule is the idea in the back of his perpetual combat against
social stigma which can be especially applicable nonetheless.
inside the nineteenth century, humans had been used to
accepting these discriminatory practices as social norm that
needed to be enforced without question however Jyotiba
sought to trade this discrimination based totally on caste, class
and shade. He was the harbinger of unheard ideas for social
reforms. He started attention campaigns that in the end

inspired the likes of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and Mahatma
Gandhi, stalwarts who undertook major tasks in opposition to
caste discrimination later.

Commemoration

A biography of Jyotiba was penned through Dhananjay Keer
in 1974 titled, ‘Mahatma Jyotibha Phule: Father of Our Social
Revolution’. The Mahatma Phule Museum in Pune became
set-up in honour of the splendid reformer. The government of
Maharashtra added the Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Jeevandayeeni
Yojana that is a cashless treatment scheme for poor. Some of
statues of the Mahatma were erected in addition to several
road names and educational institutes have been rechristened
along with his name — e.g. Crawford market in Mumbai is
rechristened as Mahatma Jyotiba Phule Mandai and the
Maharashtra Krishi Vidyapeeth at Rahuri, Maharshtra
changed into renamed Mahatma Phule Krishi Vidyapeeth.

Posted Works

Jyotiba had penned a number of literary articles and books in
his lifetime and most have been primarily based on his
ideology of social reforms like the ‘Shetkarayacha Aasud’. He
also penned a few memories like ‘Tritiya Ratna’,
‘Brahmananche Kasab’, ‘Ishara’. He wrote dramas like
‘Satsar’ and a pair of, which had been enacted underneath his
directives to unfold recognition in opposition to social
injustice. He also wrote books for the Satya shodhak Samaj
that treated history of Brahminism and mentioned Puja
protocols that the lower caste human beings were not allowed
to research.

Works and Social Reforms

= His first and primary paintings become within the subject
of girl’s training; and his first disciple became his wife
herself who constantly shared his goals and supported him
all through lifestyles.

= To fulfill his beliefs and aspirations of making a just and
equitable society, in 1848, Jyotiba opened a college for
Women,; it was a primary girls’ school. His wife Savitribai
taught there as a trainer. However, for trying to educate
women, an especially unthinkable act at that point, Jyotiba
turned into forced to go away his domestic. However, such
threats and pressures through the society could no longer
deter him from doing his work and he saved growing focus
among people about social evils.

= |n 1851, he started out a larger and higher college for
women, who became very popular; there has been no
discrimination on the lines of religion, caste or creed and
anyone was welcomed to look at there.

= Jyotiba was also in opposition to toddler-marriages and
become a terrific supporter of widow remarriage; he
changed into very sympathetic to the purpose of distressed
women, opened a home for such negative, and exploited
women in which they may be taken care off.

= Jyotiba changed into additionally actively involved within
the emancipation of so-called decrease castes and
especially the Untouchables; in reality he was possibly the
primary individual who gave untouchables the call Dalit as
signifying a person who is damaged, depressed or
exploited and is outside the so-referred to as Varna gadget.
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For inspiring the so-called decrease caste human beings
and untouchables, on 24 September 1873, he formed the
Satyashodhak Samaj (the Society of fact Seekers); the
main objective of the Samaj become to create a just and
equitable social order free of discrimination on the basis of
caste, faith or gender. Satyashodhak Samaj become
additionally against non- secular dogmas and superstitions
together with idolatry, need for priests and irrational rituals
and so on.

Hence, Jyotiba Phule committed his complete life for the
upliftment of women, the weaker and depressed phase of
society
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