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months and sometimes even successfully passed the test of 
prolonged drought period. Rain is collected both below and 
on the surface depending on demand of water and local 
topography.  
 Kuin-Rainwater penetrating down the earth is harnessed 

at two different places, firstly at sub- surface and 
groundwater. To avoid mixing of rain water with brackish 
water, ‘kuin' (shallow well) are constructed. Kuin has 
small opening at the top and the size of pit gradually 
increases with depth, mostly above the gypsum layer, so 
ensures water is of good quality called ‘Rejani’. 

 Tanka- They are individually and community owned and 
are located within the boundary of the house, agricultural 
fields or village common property. These structures can 
meet not only partial water requirements of the household 
but also serve as water storage tank when rainwater is 
exhausted. In case of shortage of water people transport 
water from distance and fill these water storage structures 
to use it for longer periods.  

 
Recycling and Reuse of water  
Water is precious for the people of Jaisalmer. This can be 
checked by looking at Tankas of various households which 
are locked. Hence, people do not waste even small amount of 
water. Further water is recycled and reused in Jaisalmer. 
Water used for various domestic activities like bathing is 
collected and recycled by passing it through layers of clothes, 
which acts like a sieve. This recycled water is reused to wash 
clothes, watering plants or for drinking purposes of animals.  
 
Pastoral livelihoods and coping with drought 
The most common coping strategy of pastoral livelihoods in 
response to droughts are long distance movement of people 
along with livestock across boundaries, opening of dry 
season grazing lands, importation of feed/fodder and 
increased selling of livestock as well as increased search for 
alternative sources of food and cash. The table below 
presents the coping strategies of pastoralists in Jaisalmer-  

 
Table 4: Coping strategies of pastoralists in Jaisalmer 

 

Coping strategy 
Drought conditions 
Mild/average/acute 

Resource assessment * 
Grazing reserves * * 

Planning for improves use of water resources * 
Maintain reserve grazing around water sources * 

Collect feed or hay * 
Move to areas away from regular grazing grounds *  * 

Search new grazing lands * 
Sell/Slaughter of animals * * * 

Income diversification through petty trade, handicrafts etc. * * * 
Migration for relief trade * 

 
Conclusion 
Drought is a normal way of life for the people in Jaisalmer. 
They perceive drought only when their livelihoods are 
affected due crop failures. Perception of drought also changes 
on the basis of economic status, class, caste and religion. 
Also people use a variety of ways to predict drought and 
monsoon on the basis of animal behavior, wind direction and 
cloud formation. Water has been harvested in India since 
antiquity. Water harvesting systems are specific response to 
ecology and culture in which they have been evolved and 
satisfied certain local needs in an eco-friendly manner. 
People have invented numerous unique ways to cope up with 
water scarcity which are both simple and effective methods 
to reduce vulnerability of people have proved out to be very 
successful means in sustaining life of people in midst of the 
desert. 
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